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Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, see remark, filed on 10/16/2007, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1,6, 19, and 24 under 102 (e) have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Hill et al. (Pub No.: 
2004/0032827). 

2. Applicant's arguments regarding claim 1 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues that Kalkunte does not teach event messages have 
already been received by the EMS. However, the phrase is not a claimed limitation. 

3. Applicant's arguments regarding claim 24 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant argued that Kalkunte does not teach the instructions for 
receiving the message are stored on the switch. However, the phrase is not a claimed 
limitation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 
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In claim 1 , line 8, the phrase "at a point separate from the Qs channel process" is 
considered as vague and indefinite. Applicant's is suggested to define the phrase. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1, 6, 19 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kalkunte et al. (Pat No.: 61 15356), In view of Hill et al. (Pub No.: 
2004/0032827). 

In claim 1 , Kalkunte et al. disclosed the method of maintaining a set of at least 
one proxy buffer at the Qs channel process, the set having a fill level; receiving an event 
message associated with a network element (see column 3, lines 35-55, see fig. 1). A 
switch 12 comprises plurality of input buffers 18, and output buffers 20. The switch 12 is 
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interconnected between pluralities of nodes 14. Therefore we can interpret that one of 
the node is the network management system. The switch also comprises a congestion 
monitor unit 24, for monitoring the congestion level of all the buffers. The switch 12 can 
be the element management system. The switching data can be the event message. As 
shown in fig. 1 , the switch has input buffers 18 for receiving messages; at a point 
separate from the Qs channel process, determining from at least the fill level whether 
the event message is to be forwarded (see column 4, lines 13-23, see fig. 1). The 
registers 26 and 28 are for storing a low threshold and a high threshold values. The 
switch 12 looks at the monitor 24 to determine the congestion level of the buffers, If 
congestion is detect on one of the buffers, the switch will generate a pause control 
frame to reduce congestion on the buffer; if the event message is to be forwarded, 
forwarding the event message to the Qs channel process for storage in the at least one 
proxy buffer (see column 3, lines 35-55, see fig. 1). The data or message received at 
the buffers from nodes 14-1 and 14-2 are forwarded to the switch logic 22, the switch 
logic 22 checks the congestion level of output buffer 20-3 and 20-4 to determine if the 
output buffers are available. If yes, the data or message will be forwarded to the output 
buffers for storage. 

However, Kalkunte et al. did not disclose determining from at the fill level whether 
the messages are to be forwarded. Hill et al. from the same or similar fields of endeavor 
teaches the method of determining from at the fill level whether the messages are to be 
forwarded (see paragraphs 0037-0040, fig. 2). In fig. 2, the node or a switch 202 
comprises traffic manager 208 that controls the channel buffer based on the threshold 
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level 256. When the control generator 228 detects the falling below threshold value, it 
will transmit a resume transmission packet 260 to manager 208. Thereafter, the 
manager 208 can resume normal transmission of packets to channel buffer 230. Thus, it 
would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the method as taught by Hill et al. in the network of Kalkunte et al. The 
motivation for using the method as taught by Hill et al. in the network of Kalkunte et al. 
being that it provides efficiency in queuing management networks. 

In claim 6, Kalkunte et al. also disclosed the method of a Qs channel process for 
communicating with the NMS; a set of at least one proxy buffer maintained by the Qs 
channel process, the set having a fill level (see column 3, lines 35-55, see fig. 1). A 
switch 12 comprises plurality of input buffers 18, and output buffers 20. The switch 12 is 
interconnected between pluralities of nodes 14. Therefore we can interpret that one of 
the node is the network management system (NMS). The switch also comprises a 
congestion monitor unit 24, for monitoring the congestion level of all the buffers. The 
switch 12 can be the element management system. The switch logic 22 can be the Qs 
channel process; an event logger for receiving an event message associated with a 
network element, for determining from at least the fill level whether the event message 
is to be forwarded, and for forwarding the event message to the Qs channel process for 
storage in the at least one proxy buffer in the event that the event message is to be 
forwarded (see column 3, lines 35-55, see fig. 1). The data or message received at the 
buffers from nodes 14-1 and 14-2 are forwarded to the switch logic 22, the switch logic 
22 checks the congestion level of output buffer 20-3 and 20-4 to determine if the output 
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buffers are available. If yes, the data or message will be forwarded to the output buffers 
for storage. The even logger is the congestion monitor 24. 

However, Kalkunte et al. did not disclose the method of receiving an event 
message associated with a network element, for determining from at least the fill Ivel 
whether the event message is to be forwarded, and for forwarding the event message to 
the Qs channel process for storage in the at least one proxy buffer in the event that the 
event message is to be forwarded. Hill et al. from the same or similar fields of endeavor 
teaches the method of determining from at the fill level whether the messages are to be 
forwarded (see paragraphs 0037-0040, fig. 2). In fig. 2, the node or a switch 202 
comprises traffic manager 208 that controls the channel buffer based on the threshold 
level 256. When the control generator 228 detects the falling below threshold value, it 
will transmit a resume transmission packet 260 to manager 208. Thereafter, the 
manager 208 can resume normal transmission of packets to channel buffer 230. Thus, it 
would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the method as taught by Hill et al. in the network of Kalkunte et al. The 
motivation for using the method as taught by Hill et al. in the network of Kalkunte et al. 
being that it provides efficiency in queuing management networks. 

In claim 19, Kalkunte et al. also disclosed the method of intermittently receiving 
from the Qs channel process a callback message indicative of the fill level (see column 
1, lines 35-45). As shown, the pause control message or frame is generated, and is sent 
to a particular node for indication of fill level of the buffer of the node is congested; 
receiving an event message associated with a network element; determining from at 
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least the fill level whether the event message is to be forwarded (see column 4, lines 
13-23, see fig. 1). The registers 26 and 28 are for storing a low threshold and a high 
threshold values. The switch 12 looks at the monitor 24 to determine the congestion 
level of the buffers, If congestion is detect on one of the buffers, the switch will generate 
a pause control frame to reduce congestion on the buffer. The event message can be 
the switch data from any one of the nodes 14; and if the event message is to be 
forwarded, forwarding the event message to the Qs channel process for storage in the 
set of at least one proxy buffer (see column 3, lines 35-55, see fig. 1). The data or 
message received at the buffers from nodes 14-1 and 14-2 are forwarded to the switch 
logic 22, the switch logic 22 checks the congestion level of output buffer 20-3 and 20-4 
to determine if the output buffers are available. If yes, the data or message will be 
forwarded to the output buffers for storage. 

However, Kalkunte et al. did not disclose determining from at the fill level whether 
the messages are to be forwarded. Hill et al. from the same or similar fields of endeavor 
teaches the method of determining from at the fill level whether the messages are to be 
forwarded (see paragraphs 0037-0040, fig. 2). In fig. 2, the node or a switch 202 
comprises traffic manager 208 that controls the channel buffer based on the threshold 
level 256. When the control generator 228 detects the falling below threshold value, it 
will transmit a resume transmission packet 260 to manager 208. Thereafter, the 
manager 208 can resume normal transmission of packets to channel buffer 230. Thus, it 
would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the method as taught by Hill et al. in the network of Kalkunte et al. The 
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motivation for using the method as taught by Hill et al. in the network of Kalkunte et al. 
being that it provides efficiency in queuing management networks. 

In claim 24, Kalkunte et al. also disclosed the method of instructions for receiving 
from the Qs channel process a callback message indicative of the fill level (see column 
1 , lines 35-45). As shown, the pause control message or frame is generated, and is sent 
to a particular node for indication of fill level of the buffer of the node is congested; 
instructions for receiving an event message associated with a network element; 
instructions for determining from at least the fill level whether the event message is to 
be forwarded (see column 4, lines 13-23, see fig. 1). The registers 26 and 28 are for 
storing a low threshold and a high threshold values. The switch 12 looks at the monitor 
24 to determine the congestion level of the buffers, If congestion is detect on one of the 
buffers, the switch will generate a pause control frame to reduce congestion on the 
buffer. The event message can be the switch data from any one of the nodes 14; and 
instructions for forwarding the event message to the Qs channel process for storage in 
the set of at least one proxy buffer, in the event that the event message is to be 
forwarded (see column 3, lines 35-55, see fig. 1). The data or message received at the 
buffers from nodes 14-1 and 14-2 are forwarded to the switch logic 22, the switch logic 
22 checks the congestion level of output buffer 20-3 and 20-4 to determine if the output 
buffers are available. If yes, the data or message will be forwarded to the output buffers 
for storage. 

However, Kalkunte et al. did not for forwarding the event message to the Qs 
channel process for storage in the set of at least one proxy buffer, in the event that the 
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event message is to be forwarded. Hill et al. from the same or similar fields of endeavor 
teaches the method of determining from at the fill level whether the messages are to be 
forwarded (see paragraphs 0037-0040, fig. 2). In fig. 2, the node or a switch 202 
comprises traffic manager 208 that controls the channel buffer based on the threshold 
level 256. When the control generator 228 detects the falling below threshold value, it 
will transmit a resume transmission packet 260 to manager 208. Thereafter, the 
manager 208 can resume normal transmission of packets to channel buffer 230. Thus, it 
would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the method as taught by Hill et al. in the network of Kalkunte et al. The 
motivation for using the method as taught by Hill et al. in the network of Kalkunte et al. 
being that it provides efficiency in queuing management networks. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kan Yuen whose telephone number is 571-270-1413. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 1 0:00a. m-3:00p.m EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky O. Ngo can be reached on 571-272-3139. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



RICKY Q. NGO 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




